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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p143)

Currency
 Türk Liras  (Turkish        lira; )

Language
 Turkish

Visas
 Not required for some (predominantly 

European) nationalities; most other 
nationalities can obtain a 90-day visa 

electronically at www.evisa.gov.tr.

Money
 ATMs are widespread. Credit cards 

accepted at most shops, hotels and 
upmarket restaurants.

Mobile Phone
 Most European and Australasian phones 
work here; some North American phones 

don’t. Check with your provider. Prepaid SIM 
cards must be registered when purchased.

Time
 Eastern European Time (UTC/GMT plus 

three hours). Note: the Turkish government 
decided    in September 2016 to retain 

daylight-saving (summer) time year-round.

Tipping
 A tip of 10% is usual in most restaurants. 

Round taxi fares up to the nearest lira.

Arriving in stanbul
 Two international airports currently service 
the city:  Atatürk International Airport 
(IST, Atatürk Haval man ; %+90 444 9828; 
www.ataturkairport.com) and  Sabiha 
Gökçen International Airport (SAW, 
Sabiha Gökçen Haval man ; %0216-588 
8888; www.sgairport.com). At the time of 
research there  were no international rail 
connections, but this situation may change 
when  upgrades to rail lines throughout the 
country are completed and the security 
situation in the region improves.

A From Atatürk International 
Airport

Destination Best Transport 
 Old City (including 
Sultanahmet)

Metro & tram

Beyo lu Metro or Havata  
airport bus

Bosphorus 
suburbs

Taxi

A From Sabiha Gökçen 
International Airport

Destination Best Transport 
 Old City (including 
Sultanahmet)

Havata  airport bus, 
funicular & tram

Beyo lu Havata  airport bus

Bosphorus 
suburbs

Taxi

A At the Airports
 At both international airports there are 
car-rental desks, exchange offices, stands 
of mobile-phone companies, ATMs, a tour-
ist information desk, a left-luggage facility 
and a PTT (post office) in the international 
arrivals area. 

Atatürk International Airport also has a 
24-hour pharmacy.

Getting Around
 stanbul has an extensive and efficient public 
transport system. You will save time, money 
and hassle by purchasing a rechargeable 
stanbulkart (p147 ) transport card.

U Tram
 Services run from Ba c lar, in the city’s west, 
to Kabata , in Beyo lu, stopping at the Grand 
Bazaar, Sultanahmet, Eminönü and Karaköy 
en route. Connect with the metro at Zeytin-
burnu and Sirkeci, with ferries at Eminönü 
and funiculars at Karaköy and Kabata .

N Ferry
 Travel between the European and Asian 
shores, along the Bosphorus and Golden 
Horn, and to the Adalar (Princes’ Islands).

m Metro
 The M1A connects Yenikap  with Atatürk 
International Airport; the M2 connects 
Yenikap  with Hac osman via Taksim; and 
the Marmaray connects Kazl çe me, west 
of the Old City, with Sirkeci before crossing 
under the Bosphorus to Üsküdar and Ayr l k 
Çe mesi.

K Taxi
 Inexpensive and plentiful; hail on the street.

U Funicular
 These make the trip from the tramline up 
to stiklal Caddesi in Beyo lu easy. One 
connects Karaköy with Tünel Meydan ; 
the other connects Kabata  with Taksim 
Meydan .

J Bus
 Used when travelling along both sides of 
the Bosphorus and from Eminönü to the 
Western Districts.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than €60

  Dorm bed: €10–25

  Kebap or pide dinner: €6

  Beer at a neighbourhood bar: €5

Midrange: €60–200
  Double room: from €90

  Lokanta   (eatery serving ready-made food) 
lunch: €8

  Meyhane (tavern) dinner with wine: €25

Top End: More than €200
  Double room: from €200

  Restaurant dinner with wine: €35

  Cocktail in a rooftop bar: €12

Useful Websites
 Can m stanbul (http://canimistanbul.com/
blog/en) Lifestyle-focused blog that’s heavy 
on listings and events.

stanbul Eats (http://istanbuleats.com) 
Fab foodie blog.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
istanbul) Destination information, hotel 
 bookings, traveller forum and more.

Yabangee (www.yabangee.com) Expats’ 
guide to the city, with loads of events listings.

Advance Planning
 Three months before If you’re travelling 
in spring, autumn or Christmas, make your 
hotel booking as far in advance as possible.

Two months before stanbul’s big-ticket 
festivals and concerts sell out fast. Book 
your tickets online at Biletix (%0216-556 
9800; www.biletix.com).

Two weeks before Ask your hotel to make 
dinner reservations.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

The Ceremonial Entrance
 The mosque is best approached via the Hippo-
drome. When entering the courtyard, you’ll be 
able to appreciate the perfect proportions of the 
building and see how a progression of domes 
draws worshippers’ eyes from ground level (ie 
earth) to the dome and minarets (ie heaven).

Prayer Hall
 The 260 stained-glass windows and mass of znik 
tiles immediately attract attention, and the dome 
and semidomes are painted with graceful ara-
besques. Notable structures include an elevated 
kiosk covered with marble latticework; a mihrab 
featuring a piece of the sacred Black Stone from 
the Kaaba in Mecca; a high mahfil (chair) from 
which the imam gives the sermon on Fridays; 
and a beautifully carved white-marble mimber.

The Mosque Complex
 Imperial mosques usually incorporated public 
service institutions such as hospitals, soup kitch-
ens and hamams. Here, a large medrese (Islamic 
school of higher studies; closed to the public) 
and arasta (row of shops by a mosque; now the 
Arasta Bazaar) remain. The rent from shops in 
the arasta has traditionally supported the upkeep 
of the mosque; the best shopping in Sultanahmet 
is found in and around this historic arcade.

Tomb of  Sultan Ahmet I
 Ahmet died one year after his mosque was 
constructed, aged only 27. Buried with him are 
his wife, Kösem, who was strangled to death in 
the Topkap  Harem, and his sons, Sultan Osman 
II, Sultan Murat IV and Prince Beyaz t (strangled 
by order of Murat). Like the mosque, the tomb 
features fine znik tiles.

y�Top Tips
  The mosque is closed 

to non-worshippers 
during the six daily 
prayer times.

 Only worshippers 
are admitted through 
the main eastern door; 
tourists must use the 
southern door (follow 
the signs).

 Women who don’t 
have a headscarf or are 
considered to be too 
scantily dressed will be 
lent a headscarf and/or 
chador.

 Shoes must be 
removed before entering 
the prayer hall; it’s best 
to carry them with you in 
a plastic bag (provided) 
rather than leaving them 
on the shelves.

5�Take a Break
 Enjoy a çay at Cafe 
Me ale (p39) in the 
Arasta Bazaar.

Sample some classic 
Turkish dishes over 
lunch at Cooking 
Alaturka (p35).

 stanbul’s most photogenic building was the 
grand project of Sultan Ahmet I (r 1603–17), 
whose türbe (tomb) is located on the northern 
side of the site facing Sultanahmet Park and Aya 
Sofya. The mosque’s wonderfully curvaceous 
exterior features a huge courtyard, a cascade 
of domes and six slender minarets (more than 
any other Ottoman mosque). Inside, thousands 
of blue znik tiles adorn the walls and give the 
building its unofficial but commonly used name.

  Sultanahmet Camii

�1  Map p32, C3

%0545 577 1899

www.bluemosque.co

Hippodrome

hclosed to non-worshippers 
during six daily prayer times

jSultanahmet
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Prayer hall

Top Sights
  Blue Mosque

Blue MosqueAya Sofya & Sultanahmet 2928

Aya Sofya (p24)
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1560 and is now home 
to an organisation 
supporting traditional 
handicrafts.

5 Sokollu ehit 
Mehmet Pa a 
Mosque
 Head towards busy 
Alemdar Caddesi and 
then veer left to reach 
the Hippodrome (p33 ). 
Walk its length and 
then into ehit Mehmet 
Pa a Yoku u. Continue 
down Katip Sinan Cami 
Sokak until you reach 
this splendid Ottoman-
era mosque, which has 
an interior adorned 
with fine znik tiles.

6 Little Aya Sofya
 Veer left down ehit 
Çe mes  Sokak, then 
turn left into Kad rga 
Liman  Caddesi and 
you’ll soon arrive at 
Küçük Ayasofya Caddesi, 
home to Little Aya Sofya 
(p34# ), one of the most 
beautiful Byzantine 
buildings in the city.

7 Sphendone
 Walk east along Küçük 
Ayasofya Caddesi and 
continue left up the 
hill at Aksakal Caddesi. 
At the crest is the only 
  remaining built section 
of the Hippodrome, the 

Sphendone). Opposite 
is a huge carpet shop 
called Nakka  (p35 ) 
that has a restored 
Byzantine cistern in its 
basement.

8 Arasta Bazaar
 Continue along 
Nakilbent Sokak, then 
veer right down ifa 
Hamam  Sokak, turning 
left into Küçük Ayasofya 
Caddesi and continuing 
straight ahead to the 
Arasta Bazaar, a historic 
row of shops once part 
of the Blue Mosque kül-
liye (mosque complex).

2�The Walk
 Despite spending the majority of their time in or 
around Sultanahmet, most visitors see little of 
this historic district other than their hotel and the 
major monuments. This walk will take you   off the 
well-worn tourist routes and introduce some lesser-
known Ottoman and Byzantine sights.

Start Aya Sofya Meydan ; jSultanahmet

Finish Arasta Bazaar; jSultanahmet

Length 2.3km; two hours

5�Take a Break
 There are plenty of tea and coffee options in this 
area, but few are as atmospheric as the Cafera a 
Medresesi Çay Bahçesi (p56), set in the tranquil 
courtyard of the historic medrese (seminary) of the 
same name.

1 Aya Sofya 
Tombs
 Start the walk at Aya 
Sofya Meydan  (Aya So-
fya Sq), turning left into 
Bab hümayun Caddesi 
to visit these splendid 
Ottoman tombs (p34 ), 
the final resting places 
of five sultans.

2 Fountain of 
Sultan Ahmet III
 This exquisite rococo-
style fountain kiosk 
(1728, p45 ) outside 
Topkap  Palace once 
dispensed cold drinks 
of water and erbet 
(sweet cordial) to thirsty 
travellers.

3 So ukçe me 
Sokak
 Veer down this pic-
turesque street (p52 ), 
which is home to re-
created Ottoman timber 
houses and a restored 
Byzantine cistern.

4 Cafera a 
Medresesi
 Turn left into Caferiye 
Sokak to visit this lovely 
little medrese (p53 ) 
(seminary) tucked away 
in the shadows of Aya 
Sofya. Commissioned 
by Süleyman the Mag-
nificent’s chief black 
eunuch, it was built in 
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 Many hotels provide a 
free airport transfer from 
Atatürk International 
Airport if you stay three 
nights or more.

 Breakfast is almost 
always included in the 
room rate.

 For writers’ recom-
mendations and 
online booking check 
Lonely Planet’s website: 
www. lonelyplanet.com.

Best Budget
 Louis Appartements 
(www.louis.com.tr/galata) 
Keenly priced and well-
equipped suites and 
rooms near Galata Tower.

Marmara Guesthouse 
(www.marmaraguesthouse.
com) Friendly, family-run 
budget pension in the 
heart of Sultanahmet.

Hotel Alp Guesthouse 
(www.alpguesthouse.com) 
Attractive rooms and a 
wonderful roof terrace 
with sea views.

Best Midrange
 Hotel Ibrahim Pasha 
(www.ibrahimpasha.com) 
Chic contemporary style 
with Ottoman overtones; 
overlooks the Blue 
Mosque.

Karaköy Rooms (www.
karakoyrooms.com) Hip 
location, decor and vibe.

Hotel Empress Zoe (www.
emzoe.com) Atmospheric 
boutique choice near Aya 
Sofya perfectly balancing 
charm and comfort.

TomTom Suites (www.
tomtomsuites.com) Elegant 
suites and a rooftop res-
taurant with spectacular 
views.

Sirkeci Mansion (www.
sirkecimansion.com) 
Wonderful family choice 
with impressive service, 
entertainment program 
and facilities.

Witt Istanbul Hotel (www.
wittistanbul.com) Huge, 
super-stylish suites and a 
rooftop garden.

Vault Karaköy (www.
thehousehotel.com) Stylish 
and evocative meld of old 
and new in a grand bank 
building.  

Best Top End
 Four Seasons Istanbul 
at the Bosphorus (www.
fourseasons.com/bosphorus) 
Restaurants, impressive
spa, luxe rooms and 
spectacular pool.

Pera Palace Hotel (www.
perapalace.com) Exceptional 
levels of service and com-
fort in historic surrounds.

Best Self-Catering 
Options
 Istanbul Place Apart-
ments (www.istanbulplace.
com/) Stylish and well-
set-up apartments in the 
Galata district.

Casa di Bava (www.casa
dibavaistanbul.com) Suite 
hotel with an arty vibe and 
well-equipped apartments 
and rooms.

Book Your Stay
  Staying in Sultanahmet 

makes sense if you plan to 
spend your time visiting 
museums and the bazaars.

 Beyo lu is a better op-
tion for those interested 
in eating, drinking and 
clubbing.

 Book your room as far 
in advance as possible, 
particularly if you are 
visiting during the high 
season (Easter– May, 
September–October and 
Christmas–New Year).

 Many hotels o  er a dis-
count of between 5% and 
10% for cash payments.

 Room rates in the low 
season (November–
Easter, excluding Christ-
mas to New Year) and 
shoulder season (June 
to August) are often 
discounted.

 A Value-Added Tax (VAT) 
of 8% is added to all hotel 
bills; it’s usually included 
in the price quoted when 
you book.

  Spring (Mar–May) 
Possibly the best time 
of the    year to visit; tulips 
bloom in April.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
The heat can seem un-
relenting, but shoulder-
season hotel rates and 
the stanbul Music 
Festival compensate.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
A lovely time of year, 
with gentle breezes and 
a profusion of cultural 
festivals.

 Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Winters are often 
bone-chillingly cold. 
Low-season rates apply 
in hotels except over the 
Christmas–New Year 
period.

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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°C/°F Temp Rainfall Inches/mm 
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3/75

4/100

1/25

10/50

0/32

-10/14

-20/-4

30/86

40/104

20/68

Money-Saving Tips
  If you plan to visit three or more museums, 

purchase a Museum Pass stanbul (p152).

 The   stanbulkart (p 147) o  ers a considerable 
discount on public-transport fares ( 2.20 to 

2.45 according to the destination, as opposed 
to the usual 4, with additional transfers within 
a two-hour journey window – 1.75 for the  rst 
transfer, 1.60 for the second and 1.40 for all 
subsequent transfers).

 Check whether your hotel o  ers free airport 
pick-ups and drop-o  s.
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The Bosphorus
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Aya Sofya & 
Sultanahmet
(p22)
The famous Byzantine 
basilica is only one of 
many extraordinary 
museums and 
monuments in this 
ancient area.

Top Sights
Aya Sofya
Blue Mosque
Basilica Cistern

Dolmabahçe Palace 
& Ortaköy (p104)
Opulent Ottoman 
palaces and 
ultrafashionable 
nightclubs can be found 
along this privileged and 
picturesque stretch of 
the Bosphorus shore.

Top Sight
Dolmabahçe Palace

Eminönü (p42)
A profusion of parks, 
pavilions, museums and 
scenic viewpoints gives 
this former stomping 
ground of the Ottoman 
sultans its unique allure.

Top Sights

Museums

Grand Bazaar & 
the Bazaar District 
(p58)
A walk through this 
beguiling district 
features historic bazaars, 
chaotic local shopping 
streets and stunning 
imperial mosques.

Top Sights
Grand Bazaar
Süleymaniye Mosque

city’s most famous 
boulevard, this 
high-octane neighbour-
hood hosts the best 
eating, drinking and 
entertainment options.

Top Sights

Pera Museum

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Kariye Museum 
(Chora Church; p80)
The Bosphorus (p114)

 stanbul 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

döner kebap (spit-roasted lamb) and 
kokoreç (seasoned lamb or mutton in-
testines wrapped around a skewer and 
grilled over charcoal) to the bazaar’s 
shopkeepers, artisans and porters.

3 Mahmutpa a Hamam
 One of the oldest Ottoman hamams in 
the city (it dates from 1476), this  build-
ing (Mahmutpa a Yoku u; jÇemberlita ) 
was converted into a downmarket 
shopping centre a decade or so ago. Its 
domed ceiling, stained-glass windows 
and marble floor offer a glimpse of its 
former glory.

4 Islamic Chic
 In Bebek and Beyo lu the fashion 
might be for tight jeans, revealing jack-
ets and chunky jewellery, but here in 
the Old City there’s little make-up and 
even less flesh on show. Wildly popular 
clothing chain store   Armine (%0212-
511 2211; www.armine.com; Mahmutpa a 
Yoku u 135, Eminönü; h10am-6pm Mon-Sat; 
jEminönü) is where Zara style meets 
the headscarf.

5 Turkish Coffee to Take Home
 Tahmis Sokak on the western edge 
of the Spice Bazaar hosts a jumble 
of stalls selling slabs of pungent 
farmhouse cheese, tubs of olives and 
mounds of biber salças  (hot pepper 
paste). Also here is the flagship store of 
Turkey’s most famous coffee purveyor, 
  Kurukahveci Mehmet Efendi (%0212-
511 4262; www.mehmetefendi.com; Tahmis 
Sokak 66, Eminönü; h8am-8pm Mon-Sat; 
jEminönü).

6 Has rc lar Caddesi
 The shops lining this narrow street 
running parallel to the Golden Horn 
sell everything from teapots to 
toothbrushes. Stock up on provisions 
or pop into   Develi Baklava (%0212-512 
1261; Has rc lar Caddesi 89, Eminönü; portions 

10-12; h7am-7pm Mon-Sat; jEminönü) 
to sample what may well be stanbul’s 
most delicious sweet treat.

7   Rüstem Pa a Mosque
 This diminutive  mosque (Rüstem Pa a 
Camii; Has rc lar Caddesi, Rüstem Pa a; 
jEminönü) is a gem. Dating from 1560, 
it was designed by Mimar Sinan for 
Rüstem Pa a, son-in-law and grand 
vizier of Süleyman the Magnificent. 
A showpiece of the best Ottoman 
architecture and tilework, it’s accessed 
via stairs off Has rc lar Caddesi or from 
a side street to the right (north). Avoid 
visiting during prayer times, when 
local shopkeepers worship here.

8  Galata Bridge
 This stanbul  icon (Galata Köprüsü; 
jEminönü, Karaköy) carries a constant 
flow of locals crossing between Beyo lu 
and Eminönü, hopeful anglers trailing 
their lines into the waters below, and 
a continually changing procession 
of street vendors hawking everything 
from fresh-baked simits (sesame-
encrusted bread rings) to Rolex rip-
offs. Consider enjoying a beer and 
nargile (water pipe) in one of the 
lower-level cafes while watching the 
ferries ply the surrounding waters.

1 Mahmutpa a Kap s
 Exit the Grand Bazaar by 
gate 18 and you’ll find your-
self on the busy thorough-
fare of Mahmutpa a 
Yoku u, which runs down 
to the Spice Bazaar and 
is home to shops selling 
everything from coffee cups 
to circumcision outfits.

2 K l çç lar Sokak
 Running east from the 
bazaar’s K l çç lar Kap s  
(K l çç lar Gate), this 
narrow street behind the 
Nuruosmaniye Mosque is 
replete with stands selling 
traditional snacks such as 

Local Life
 Between the Bazaars

 Locals outnumber tourists 
by a generous margin in 
the crowded and cacopha-
nous streets    surround-
ing the Grand and Spice 
Bazaars. Here, housewives 
source bargains, street 
vendors hawk fresh fruit 
and pastries, and the 
atmosphere crackles with 
good-humoured energy.
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Scenic Viewpoints
 The city’s many hills are 
invariably  crowned with 
Ottoman mosques, most 
of which incorporate 
scenic terraces. And 
these weren’t the only 
Ottoman buildings 
that were designed to 
make the most of their 
location – imperial pal-
aces and pleasure kiosks 
were almost always sited 
to take advantage of 
spectacular water vistas.

Rooftop Bars & Cafes
 In stanbul one of the 
most delightful experi-
ences on offer is to enjoy 
a drink or meal in a 
rooftop cafe, bar or res-
taurant. Occupying the 
top floors of hotels and 
commercial buildings in 
Sultanahmet, Beyo lu 

and along the Bospho-
rus shore, these venues 
give the city’s eating 
and drinking scenes a 
unique allure.

Best Restaurant, 
Cafes & Bar Views
Mikla Spectacular 
360-degree views across 
the city. (p97)

Hamdi Restaurant 
Panoramic views of the 
Old City, Golden Horn 
and Bosphorus. (p72 )

360 Across the Bospho-
rus to the Old City and 
Asian shore. (p98 )

Mimar Sinan Teras 
Cafe Views of the Golden 
Horn and Bosphorus 
from the terrace. (p76 )

Cihannüma One of the 
best views in the Old 
City. (p39 )

A’YA Rooftop Lounge 
The vista includes 
Aya Sofya and the 
Bosphorus. (p39 )

CUE stiklal Enjoy the 
Bosphorus and Old City 
view while dancing the 
night away. (p98 )

 Best Views from 
Monuments
Topkap  Palace Marble 
Terrace and Konyal  Res-
taurant Terrace. (p44 )

Rumeli Hisar  Extraor-
dinary Bosphorus views 
from the ramparts. 
(p116 )

Dolmabahçe Palace 
The Bosphorus location 
ensures spectacular 
views. (p106 )

Süleymaniye Mosque 
Golden Horn vistas from 
the terrace behind the 
mosque. (p64 )

 Best Museums
stanbul Archaeology 

Museums An extraordi-
nary collection of antiqui-
ties, classical sculpture, 
historical artefacts and 
Ottoman tilework. (p48 )

Museum of Turkish & 
Islamic Arts World-class 
collection of Oriental 
carpets and calligraphy. 
(p33 )

Museum of Great 
Palace Mosaics Show-
cases a stunning mosaic 
pavement dating from 
Byzantine times. (p34 )

Museum of Innocence 
Orhan Pamuk’s nostalgic 
museum/conceptual art 
project. (p92 )

Carpet Museum A 
showcase of Anatolian 

carpets housed in three 
galleries in an 18th-
century imaret (soup 
kitchen; p51).

stanbul Naval Museum 
Home to a spectacular 
collection of imperial 
caïques (ornately deco-
rated wooden rowboats). 
(p111 )

Best Galleries
Pera Museum Turkey’s 
most significant collec-
tion of Orientalist paint-
ings. (p86 )

stanbul Modern Spot-
lights 20th-century 
Turkish painting along-
side high-profile inter-
national artists. (p92 )

ARTER Four floors of 
cutting-edge contempo-

rary art on stiklal Cad-
desi. (p85 )

Sak p Sabanc  Museum 
Hosts top-notch travel-
ling international art 
exhibitions. (p116)

National Palaces 
Painting Museum 
Nineteenth-century 
Turkish paintings from 
the Dolmabahçe Palace 
collection. (p107)
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 Studded with historic minarets, domes and 
towers, the stanbul skyline is the city’s great-
est asset. The hilly topography is fringed with 
waterways (the Bosphorus, Golden Horn and Sea 
of Marmara) and retains a surprisingly gener-
ous allocation of green spaces, including heavily 
treed parks and garden cemeteries. Together, 
these attributes o  er views that are guaranteed 
to delight.

Views
Best

y�Top Tips
  If you plan to visit 

the major museums 
and monuments, 
the  Museum Pass 
stanbul (http://

www.muze.gov.tr/en/
museum-card) will save 
you money and time.
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 stanbul has always embraced art and culture. 
In Byzantine times, the emperors amassed huge 
collections of antiquities, importing precious 
items from every   corner of their empire. The 
Ottoman sultans followed the same tradition, 
building extraordinary imperial collections. And 
these days the country’s big banks and business 
dynasties vie to outdo each other in building and 
endowing galleries and cultural centres.

Museums & 
Galleries

Best

 Best Views  135134  Best Museums & Galleries

Meydan  (underground), 
Be kta , Eminönü, 
Kad köy and Üsküdar.

 Most services run be-
tween 6am and 11pm.

 You must have an 
stanbulkart before 

boarding.

 For bus timetables and 
route details, see the 
website of the stanbul 
Elektrik Tramvay ve 
Tünel ( ETT, Istanbul 
Electricity, Tramway and 
Tunnel General Management; 
www.iett.gov.tr).

Essential 
Information

Business 
Hours

  Opening hours vary 
wildly across businesses 
and services in stanbul. 
The following is   a very 
general guide.

Bars Afternoon to early 
morning

Nightclubs 11pm till late

Post O   ces & Banks 
8.30am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday

Restaurants & Cafes 
Breakfast 7.30am to 
10.30am, lunch noon 

to 2.30pm and dinner 
6.30pm to  10pm

Shops 10am to 7pm 
Monday to Saturday

 Electricity

 Emergency
 Ambulance %112

Fire %110

Police %155

Money
  The currency is the Türk 

Liras  (Turkish Lira;  ).

 ATMS are widely 
available.

 Most hotels, car-hire 
agencies, shops, phar-
macies, entertainment 

venues and restaurants 
accept Visa and Master-
Card; Amex isn’t as 
widely accepted and Din-
ers is often not accepted. 
Inexpensive eateries 
usually accept cash only.

 The 24-hour döviz 
bürosus (exchange 
bureaux) in the arrivals 
halls of the international 
airports usually o  er 
competitive rates.

 Tip 10% in restaurants 
and 2 per bag for por-
ters; in taxis round up the 
fare to the nearest 1.

Public Holidays
    Banks, o   ces and 

government services 
close for the day on the 
following secular public 
holidays.

New Year’s Day 1 January

National Sovereignty & 
Children’s Day 23 April

Labor & Solidarity 
Day 1 May

Commemoration of 
Atatürk, Youth & 
Sports Day 19 May

Democracy and 
Freedoms Day 15 July

Victory Day 30 August

Republic Day 29 October

 Religious festivals are 
celebrated according to 

near Tünel Meydan  in 
Beyo lu. From Taksim 
it travels northeast to 
Hac osman via nine 
stations. A branch line, 
the M6, connects one of 
these stops, Levent, with 
Bo aziçi Üniversitesi 
near the Bosphorus.

 The Marmaray line, 
connects Kazl çe me, 
west of the Old City, with 
Ayr l k Çe mesi, on the 
Asian side. This travels 
via a tunnel under the 
Sea of Marmara, stop-
ping at Yenikap , Sirkeci 
and Üsküdar en route.

 Metro services depart 
every  ve minutes be-
tween 6am and midnight. 
Jetons (ticket tokens) 
cost 4 and stanbulkarts 
can be used. Go to www.
istanbul-ulasim.com.tr 
for maps of the metro 
network.

Ferry
 y Best for... Sightsee-
ing and travelling on the 
Bosphorus and Golden 
Horn (Haliç).

  The main ferry docks 
are at the mouth of the 
Golden   Horn (Eminönü 
and Karaköy) and at 
Be ikta , a few kilometres 
northeast of Galata 
Bridge, near Dolmabahçe 
Palace. There are also 
busy docks at Kad köy 

and Üsküdar on the 
Asian (Anatolian) side. 
Ferries travel many routes 
around the city, but the 
following routes are 
those commonly used by 
travellers:

Eminönü–Anadolu 
Kava  (Long Bosphorus 
Tour); one service per 
day.

Eminönü–Kad köy 
Approximately every 15 to 
20 minutes from 7.30am 
to 9.10pm.

Eminönü–Üsküdar 
Approximately every 20 
minutes from 6.50am to 
10.30pm.

Karaköy–Kad köy 
Approximately every 20 
minutes from 6.20am to 
11pm.

Üsküdar–Karaköy– 
Eminönü–Kas mpa a–
Hasköy–Ayvansaray– 
Sütlüce–Eyüp The 
Golden Horn (Haliç) ferry; 
hourly from 7.30am to 
7.45pm.

  Jetons (ticket tokens) 
cost 4 for most trips 
and it’s possible to 
use stanbulkarts on 
all routes except the 
Bosphorus tours. The 
main ferry company is 
stanbul ehir Hatlar  

( stanbul City Routes; www.
sehirhatlari.com.tr), but 

Turyol (www.turyol.com) 
and Dentur Avraysa 
(www.denturavrasya.com) 
also o  er Bosphorus 
cruises and services 
between the European 
and Asian shores.

Taxi
 y Best for... Travelling at 
night or if you care short 
on time.

  Taxi rates are very 
 reasonable (from Sultan-
ahmet to Taksim Meydan  
will cost around 15) 
and there are no evening 
surcharges.

 Ignore taxi drivers who 
insist on a  xed rate as 
these are much higher 
than you’d pay using the 
meter.

 Note that few of the 
city’s taxis have seatbelts.

 If you take a taxi from 
the European side to the 
Asian side over one of 
the Bosphorus bridges, 
it is your responsibility 
to cover the toll ( 4.75). 
The driver will add this to 
your fare. There is no toll 
when crossing from Asia 
to Europe.

Bus
 y Best for... Exploring 
the Bosphorus villages.

  The major otobus (bus) 
 stations are at Taksim 

230V/50Hz

  Essential Information  149148  Survival Guide

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of İstanbul
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
İstanbul
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

İstanbul’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
İstanbul
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert writers have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real İstanbul.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train
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Need to Know ...................... 16
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Explore
İstanbul 21

Worth a Trip:
Kariye Museum (Chora Church).........80
The Bosphorus .....................................114

Topkapı Palace & 
Eminönü

Aya Sofya & 
Sultanahmet

Grand Bazaar & 
the Bazaar District
İstiklal Caddesi & 
Beyoğlu
Dolmabahçe Palace & 
Ortaköy

42

22

58

82

104
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Sema (whirling-dervish ceremony)
RESUL MUSLU/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

İstanbul Top Sights ............................................................8
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İstanbul Neighbourhoods ........................................18

QuickStart 
Guide 

Welcome 
to İstanbul

 In İstanbul, extraordinary experiences are found 
around every corner. Here, dervishes whirl, müezzins 
call from minarets and people move between 
continents multiple times a day. Home to millennia-old 
monuments and cutting-edge art galleries (sometimes 
in the same block), it’s a destination where eating, 
drinking and dancing are local priorities, and where 
everyone is welcome to join the party.

7
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